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to staff welfare and training
brought about an instant eruption
of joy among the staffers who
gathered inside the NUC
Auditorium to give him a rousing
welcome. 
“I wish to acknowledge your 

unwavering dedication and
contributions to the realisation of
the goals upon which NUC was
established. Your hardwork and
commitment have been
instrumental to the commission
achieving its objectives of
ensuring the quality of oue
university education,” he said.
He also re-echoed earlier
comments by the outgone Acting
Executive Secretary of NUC, Mr.
Maiyaki, that the laws governing
the Commission are outdated and
have greatly impeded the effective
operation of the Commission,
especially in combating the
proliferation of illegal degree mills
in the country. 
He therefore pledged to 

Universities Commission (NUC),
Professor Abdullahi Yusufu Ribadu,
last Monday assumed duties with the
promise to prioritise training and the
welfare of staff, disclosing that in the
coming weeks and months, he would
be working closely with the
management team to develop a
comprehensive strategy for the
Commission.
Professor Ribadu stated this when he
received handover notes officially
from the Acting Executive Secretary
of the Commission, Mr Chris J
Maiyaki, following his appointment
by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
GCFR.
His announcement of giving priority 

he newly appointed 9th
Substantive Executive
Secretary of the National T

The Newly Appointed and 9th Substantive Executive Secretary of NUC, Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado   

The Newly Appointed Executive Secretary of NUC, Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribadu Receiving Handover Notes

https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nuc-approves-take-off-of-kwara-university-of-education/


  30     December, 2024             Vol. 12 No. 12

Page 02

th

MONDAY BULLETIN A Publication Of The Office Of The Executive Secretary

undertake a review of the extant
laws governing the Commission in
order to strengthen and reposition
it for better service delivery.
“I ask each and every one of you
to join me on this journey of
building a commission that is even
more robust, efficient, effective,
and responsive to the needs of our
various stakeholders.
“On my part, I will prioritise your
training and welfare. This is
because of my belief that investing
in your professional development
and well-being will yield 

about 1 million candidates are
qualified.
“But out of that number, only
about half a million are admitted
into universities. Of course, a small
percentage go to polytechnics and
colleges of education. So, there is
still a gap in the admission of
candidates.
“We hope to increase access by
expanding existing infrastructure
and resources in public universities,
e- and distance education, as well as
private sector growth, enhancing
funding, and external support
channels,” he added.
He also harped on promoting
innovation and research, noting that
he was fortunate to be a member of
the Tertiiary Education Trust Fund
(TETFund’s) National Research
Fund Committee that monitors and
evaluates the impact of research in
the Nigerian University System
(NUS), stressing that this
collaboration with TETFund would
be more vigorously pursued even in
his new position as Executive
Secretary of NUC, which
automatically make him a board
member of the Fund.
He stated that fostering a culture of
innovation and research excellence
within universities was his target. 

The Immediate Past Ag. ES of NUC Mr. Chris J. Maiyaki Delivering his Handing Over Speech

Former ES of NUC, Prof. Julius A. Okojie

management team to develop a
comprehensive strategy for the
commission,” he said.

maximum productivity.
“In the coming weeks and months,
I will be working closely with the

Former Minister of Women Affairs, Mrs. Pauline Tallen

The new Executive Secretary also
 pledged to increase access to
university education, noting that
access had been a challenge, as two
million candidates register for
JAMB but only 500,000 get
admitted into tertiary institutions
annually.
“Access to university education still
remains a challenge. About 2
million candidates sit for the
JAMB examinations annually, but
only about half a million are
admitted.
“Not all those who sit for the
exams will have passed. Assuming
a pass rate of 50 per cent, we say SSANU President, Comrade M. H Ibrahim
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“ We will encourage collaborative
research projects, recognise and
reward ground-breaking research
and encourage establishing
innovation hubs and also promote
the commercialisation of research
findings to benefit both the
researchers and the potential end
users.       
Professor Ribadu noted that he had
worked in the Commission as a
Sabbatical and Visiting Professor at
various times and is aware of the
enormity of the responsibility that
rests on his shoulders, expressing his
readiness to work assiduously to
ensure that NUC continues to play
its vital role in shaping the present
and future of the Nigerian
University System (NUS).

The NUC boss highlighted other
key areas of focus of his
administration to include ensuring
stability in the academic calendar,
enhancing funding and external
support channels, driving
digitisation, and strengthening
quality assurance.
According to him, by focusing on
these goals, I wish to recalibrate the
core functions of the Commission
while driving improvements in
university education in Nigeria,” he
said. 
He reiterated optimism about the
future of the National Universities
Commission and the collective
ability of its staff and management
working with other stakeholders to
effect positive change in the
university education sector.
Earlier in his welcome remarks, the
outgone Executive Secretary of the
NUC, Mr. Chris Maiyaki,
described Professor Ribadu’s
appointment as timely, given the
Nigerian University System’s need
for decisive and innovative
leadership to tackle its challenges.
Mr. Maiyaki called for a review of
the enabling laws of the
commission to allow for effective

delivery of its mandate.
“Many of the enabling laws of the
commission are outdated and in
need of legal reform. These are
obstinate laws that limit the ability
of an institution to adapt to new
trends.
“In the case of the NUC, our
outdated laws impede the
commission’s capacity to control
the proliferation and activities of
illegal degrees, unauthorised or
unapproved degree-awarding
institutions.”
He revealed that in the last 18
months of steering the affairs of
NUC, so much has been achieved,
including licensing new universities
to bring the number of universities
in Nigeria to 276.

The ES of NUC Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado Exchanging Pleasantries with the SSANU President Comrade M. H Ibrahim

DG Nigerian Law School Prof. Isah Hayyatou. CiromaThe ES of PTDF, Mr. Ahmed Galadimma Aminu 
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The outgone Acting Executive
Secretary added that over 1,000
graduate and postgraduate
programmes have been approved
while the new Core Curriculum
Minimum Academic Standards
(CCMAS) developed by his
predecessor, Professor Abubakar
Adamu Rasheed, was activated and
is now being implemented in
universities in Nigeria.

Nigerian Law School, Abuja,
Professor Isah Hayyatou. Ciroma,
SAN; the Executive Secretary,
Petroleum Traning Development
Fund (PTDF), Mr. Ahmed
Galadimma Aminu; and the
Chairman of  Senior Staff
Association of Nigerian 

assignment, having being a part of
the NUC family in the last 10
years. 

The First Day of ES Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado in His Office

In his message of goodwill, the 7th
Exceutive Secretary of the
Commission, Professor Julius A.
Okojie, OON, congratulated the
new Execuuive Sectretary on his
appointment, expressing no doubt
that he would do well in his new 

Other goodwill messages came
from the Director-General, 

The New ES of NUC Committing his First Day in Office to God’s Hands

The New ES Prof. Abdullahi Y. Ribadu Receiving Admonition From Former ES Prof. Julius Okojie

ES Elder Brother at the Event

Ag. DRIIT, Mallam L.M. Faruk at the Ceremony

Universities (SSANU), Comrade
M. H Ibrahim, among others. 



   30      December, 2024             Vol. 12 No. 12

Page 05

PHOTO GALLARERIES AT THE NEW ES RESUMPTION OF DUTY CEREMONY

th

MONDAY BULLETIN A Publication Of The Office Of The Executive Secretary

The New ES Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado with NUC Directors

The New ES Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado Exchanging Greetings with the Immediate Past Ag. ES Mr. Chris J. Maiyaki

The SSANU President, the New ES Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado in the Middle, and the Immediate Past Ag. ES Mr. Chris J. Maiyaki
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The New ES with Some Dignatories

The New ES with Some  NUC Directors and Deputy Directors

Cross Section of NUC Staff at the New ES Assumption  of Duty Ceremony
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Former ES Prof. Julius A. Okojie, Former Minister  of Women Affairs  Mrs. Pauline Tallen and the President Nigerian Law School  

The NUC New ES Prof. Abdullahi Y. Ribadu

The NUC New ES Prof. Abdullahi Y. Ribadu with Dignitaries at the Ceremony



   30     December, 2024             Vol. 12 No. 12

Page 08

th

MONDAY BULLETIN A Publication Of The Office Of The Executive Secretary



   30     December, 2024             Vol. 12 No. 12

Page 09

th

MONDAY BULLETIN A Publication Of The Office Of The Executive Secretary



   30     December, 2024             Vol. 12 No. 12

Page 10

th

MONDAY BULLETIN A Publication Of The Office Of The Executive Secretary

NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION, ABUJA
 

 PUBLIC NOTICE

A REBUTTAL ON KADUNA BUSINESS SCHOOL ENLISTED AS DEGREE MILL IN NUC MONDAY
BULLETIN

This is to bring to the notice of the general public that investigations by the National Universities
Commission (NUC), have revealed that the Kaduna Business School does not operate a degree mill.
Accordingly, the name of the Kaduna Business School (before now, enlisted as number 55 in the list of degree
mills in Monday Bulletin) has been removed from the list of Illegal Universities operating in Nigeria.

 
 

 Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado 
Executive Secretary.
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION, ABUJA

RE: ABOUT 100 FAKE PROFESSORS JUST UNCOVERED IN NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES – NUC A
REBUTTAL

The attention of the National Universities Commission (NUC) has been drawn to news items, circulating on the
social media, some national dailies and television stations, to the effect that the Commission has just
“discovered over 100 fake Professors in Nigerian Universities”. The NUC wishes to deny these media reports
categorically and unequivocally. They are fake, untrue and a figment of the imagination of the author(s), all
happening at an unsuitable time, when the nation is awaiting the outcome of the investigation into the fake
certificate saga from universities in some neighbouring countries. The Commission therefore finds this
development as unfair to all stakeholders.
 
Specifically, the fake news items have been circulating in two forms – (i) as a link to a 2019 online news item;
and (ii) as a separate list of names of the alleged fake Professors in various Nigerian Universities,which was not
the case. We consider these unfounded publications as ill-conceived and a ploy by unscrupulous persons to
create in plausible a tone, disquiet, panic and provoking outcries at both the national and international levels.
 
For the avoidance of doubt, the Commission can confirm that it initiated in 2019 a laudable project, with the
intent of compiling and publishing a list of full Professors in the Nigerian Universities System (NUS) through
the use of an online portal to collate the requisite data. During the exercise, the NUC found anomalies, such as
Associate Professors being listed as full Professors. It is essential to also state clearly that the Commission as a
responsible Federal Government Agency, does not engage in half-baked exercises capable of tarnishing the
image of Nigeria and the NUS. That was why the Commission deemed it necessary to share the collated data
with the Nigerian Universities for the purpose of authentication by the competent authourities as to who
qualifies to be a full professor. Based on the verified data, the Commission then in a landmark accomplishment,
first published the list of full Professors who participated in the exercise in 2019. It was understood that this
would be succeeded by a continuous process of updating the list of full Professors. It is important to state at this
point that all the issues pertaining to the 2019 verification of full Professors in Nigerian Universities were
concluded in 2019. Since then, the Commission has entrenched a more reliable system of generating the list of
full Professors in the NUS. The Commission is also conscious of the fact that some of the academics not
captured in the 2019 exercise may now have matured and progressed to become full Professors; this being the
reason why it continuously updates the list of full Professors in the NUS.
The National Universities Commission questions the rationale behind recycling this stale2019 news of an
activity it initiated, conducted and laid to rest in the same year. The purpose and objective of resurrecting in
2024 (more than 4 years later) this-no- longer-fresh news, is clearly intended to generate unnecessary
controversy at an unsuitable time, whilst lacing it with a false list of fake Professors.

The National Universities Commission owes it a solemn duty to protect and guard the integrity of the many
hardworking and committed academics in the NUS, who have earned national and international respect and
recognition. Therefore, the Commission has been saddled with the vital and strategic responsibility by its
enabling laws, to uphold the sanctity of quality in all aspects of our University Education delivery.
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The Commission wishes to use this medium to advise Government officials at all levels, members of the NUS, the
international community, and the public, to please disregard these items of fake and stale news which have long
been laid to rest in 2019. All information concerning the role of the NUC in the regulation of the NUS can be
found on our official website www.nuc.edu.ng. Further enquiries can also be made via the Commission’s official
email address: info@nuc.edu.ng

Please be assured of our highest considerations, at all times and best wishes for a much more fulfilling and
prosperous 2024.

 Signed.

Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado
Executive Secretary
National Universities Commission

http://www.nuc.edu.ng/
mailto:info@nuc.edu.ng
mailto:o@nuc.edu.ng
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION

Open Universities in Nigeria
List of approved Open Universities in Nigeria, Five Open Universities currently operating in the NUS are as follows:

T h e  N a t i o n a l  O p e n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N i g e r i a  ( N O U N ) , w h i c h  h a s  7 2  s t u d y  /  r e s o u r c e   centres   nationwide1.
Miva Open University, Abuja, FCT2.
Iconic Open University, Sokoto, Sokoto State3.
West Midland Open University, Ibadan, Oyo State4.
Al-Muhibbah Open University, Abuja, FCT5.

List of approved Distance Learning Centres in Nigeria, Twenty-six Universities in the NUS, currently have the approval
of the National Universities Commission to operate distance learning centres as follows:

Distance Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.1.
University of Lagos, Distance Learning Institute.2.
University of Abuja, Centre for Distance Learning and Continuing Education.3.
University of Maiduguri, Centre for Distance Learning.4.
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Centre for Distance Learning.5.
Modibbo Adama University of Technology, Yola, Centre for Distance Learning.6.
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology Open and Distance Learning Centre.7.
Distance learning Centre, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.8.
Lagos State University Open and Distance Learning and Research Institute.9.
Joseph Ayo Babalola University Centre for Distance Learning.10.
University of Nigeria, Nsukka Centre for Distance and e-Learning.11.
 Federal University of Technology Minna, Centre for Open Distance and e-Learning.12.
Babcock University Ilisan-Remo, Centre for Open Distance and e-Learning.13.
University of Ilorin, Centre for Open and Distance Learning.14.
Afe Babalola University, Ado-Ekiti - Open and Distance Learning Centre.15.
Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye, Open and Distance Learning Centre.16.
 Ignatius Ajuru University of Education, Porthacourt, Institute of Distance Education.17.
Usmanu Danfodio University Centre for Open and Distance Education (CODE), Sokoto18.
Enugu State University of Science and Technology Open and Distance Learning Centre, Agbani19.
University of Benin Centre for Distance Learning, Edo State20.
 Igbinedion University, Okado Centre for Distance Learning21.
Federal University Akure, Open and Distance Learning Centre22.
Mountain Top University Centre For Open Distance and e-Learning23.
University of Port-Harcourt Centre for Open Distance and e-Learning24.
University of Calabar Open and Distance Learning Centre25.
 Covenant University Ota, Centre for Distance e-Learning26.
Delta State University Abraka Centre for Open Distance and e-Learning27.
Nasarawa State University, Keffi Centre for Open Distance and e-Learning28.
Nile University of Nigeria Centre for Distance Learning29.

The National Universities Commission (NUC), wishes to announce
to the general public, especially prospective promoters of private
universities, the fourteen-step procedure for establishing private
universities in Nigeria.

Application in writing stating the intent for the establishment
of the university

1.

 Interview of prospective proprietors2.
3. Collection of application forms
4. Submission of application forms and relevant documents
5. Intensive review/analysis of documents by experts in relevant
    NUC departments
6. Revision of documents by proprietors, based on report of the
    Directorate of Establishment of Private Universities (DEPU).
7. Interactive meeting of DEPU with the proposed university

8. First site assessment visit
9. Finalisation of document
10. Second (final) site assessment visit
11. Security screening of proprietors and Board of Trustees
12. Approval by NUC Management
13. Approval by NUC Board
14. Approval by FEC

Prof. Abdullahi Yusuf Ribado
Executive Secretary, NUC
Announcer
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LIST OF APPROVED UNIVERSITIES IN NIGERIA
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This
Week’sBirthdays

NAMES DATE OF BIRTH

Wishing You Many Happy Returns

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY
DO YOUR BIT TO MOVE THE COMMISSION TO

GREATER HEIGHTS

Dress  Wel l  and Earn
Respect .

Courtesy: Directorate of Human Resources

S H U N  C O R R U P T I O N .
I t  D o e s  n o t  P a y

Courtesy: Anti-corruption and Transparency Unit
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