
Nigerian University System Statistical Digest, 2018



ii Nigerian University System Statistical Digest, 2018

Lead Consultant: Peter A. Okebukola

Coordinating NUC Staff: Dr. Joshua Atah and Dr. Noel Biodun Saliu

26, Aguiyi Ironsi street PMB 237 Garki GPO, Maitama, Abuja.
Published by the National Universities Commission

Telephone: +2348027455412, +234054407741
Email: info@nuc.edu.ng

Nigerian University System Statistical Digest 2018 by the National Universities 
Commission Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0   is licensed under a 
International License.  www.nuc.edu.ng. Based on a work at
Permissions beyond the scope of this license may be available at www.nuc.edu.ng.

ISSN: 2659-1251



iiiNigerian University System Statistical Digest, 2018

Chief Johnson Osinugo

Dr. Dogara  Bashir

Professor Joseph Atubokiki Ajienka

Emeritus Professor Ayo Banjo (Chairman)

Professor Afis Ayinde Oladosu

Perm. Sec. Fed Min. of Education  

Perm. Sec. Fed Min of Health  

Professor Sunday A.  Bwala

Perm. Sec. Service Policies & Strategies Office, OHCSF  

Board of the National Universities Commission 

Professor Abubakar A. Rasheed (Executive Secretary)

Hon. Ubong Donald Etiebet

Dr. Babatunde M  Olokun 
Alh. Abdulsalam Moyosore
Mr. Yakubu  Aliyu
Professor Rahila Plangnan  Gowon

Professor Mala Mohammed   Daura

Professor Anthony N  Okere
Professor Hussaini M. Tukur

Professor I.O. Smith

Perm. Sec. Fed Min.. of Finance 

Perm. Sec. Fed Min. of Women Affairs & Soc. Dev.  

NUC Management

Prof. Abubakar A. Rasheed (Executive Secretary and Chairman)

Dr. Olamide E. Adesina, Director, Open & Distance Education Education

Barr. Moses O. Awe, Deputy Director, Legal

Mr. B. C. Odum, Deputy Director, Industrial and Labour Relations 

Prof. Chiedu F. Mafiana (Deputy Executive Secretary)

Mr. Chris J. Maiyaki Director, Executive Secretary's Office

Mrs. Rita U. Kenny-Ogwu,  Deputy Director, Audit 

Mr. Sam M. Onazi, Director, Finance & Accounts 

Mr. Ibrahim U.  Yakasai, Director, Corporate Communications

Engr. Adamu H. Yakasai,  Deputy Director, Procurement

Dr. Gidado B. Kumo Director, Academic Planning

Mrs. Essien O. Usendiah,  Director, Inspection & Monitoring

Mr. O. Osayande,  Deputy Director, Entrepreneurship Development

Barr. Victor U. Onuoha,  Director, Management Support Services

Dr. Joshua Atah,  Deputy Director, ICT 

Mr. Lawal H. Ajo,  Deputy Director, Information 

Dr. Noel B. Saliu,  Director of Accreditation

Mrs. Lauretta N. Achor,  Deputy Director, Inspection and Investigation

Mr. John  Aba,  Deputy Director, Assets Liabilities and IPSAS

Mr.  Jide  Olukoju,  Deputy Director, Physical Planning & Development

Mrs. Hadiza Abdulrahman,  Deputy Director, Undergraduate Accreditation

Mrs. Constance N. Goddy-Nnadi, Director, International Cooperation & Liaison Services

Dr. (Mrs.) Maryam Sali, Acting Director, Student Support Services

Mr. Aminu Abba, Deputy Director, Academic Matters

Engr. Kayode S. Odedina, Deputy Director, e-Learning

Mrs. Florence Asemadahun,  Deputy Director, International Cooperation and Liaison Services

Mal. Lawal M. Faruk,  Deputy Director, Programme Planning

Mal. Hamza Abdullahi, Director, Establishment of Private Universities

Mr. I. I. Aliyu,  Deputy, Director, Training and Development 

Dr. Suleiman B. Ramon-Yusuf, Director, Research, Innovation and Communication Technology



iv Nigerian University System Statistical Digest, 2018

Prof.  Jibril Aminu   1975-1979

Alhaji Yahya Aliyu   1981-1986

NUC Former and Serving Executive Secretaries

Dr.  Abel Goubadia  1979-1981  (Acted)

Prof. Munzali Jibril  1996-2001
Prof.  Peter Okebukola  2001-2006

Prof. Abubakar A. Rasheed  2016-Date
Prof. Julius A. Okojie  2006-2016

Prof. Idris  Abdulkadir  1986-1996

Professor Nimi Briggs, OON  - Member
Professor Michael Faborode  - Member

Dr. Biodun Saliu    - Member
Dr. Suleiman Ramon-Yusuf   - Member

Dr. Olamide Esther Adesina  - Member

NUC Strategy Advisory Committee

Professor Gambo Laraba Abdullahi, OON - Member

Professor Attahiru Jega, OFR  -  Member
Professor Chiedu Mafiana   - Member

Dr. Christopher Maiyaki   - Member

Dr. Bello Gidado Kumo   - Member

Dr. Joshua Atah    - Secretary

Professor Aize Obayan   - Member (late)

Professor Peter Okebukola, OFR  - Chairman
Professor Ruqayyatu Ahmed Rufa'I, OON - Member

Secretariat

Ibukun Olagbemiro
Femi Jenrola Adebayo



We hope that the information contained in this year's edition will provide all stakeholders in 
university education with the most comprehensive data for planning, decision making and other 
needs. We also seek to draw attention to the state of university education vis-à-vis Nigeria's 
population and other demographic considerations. For instance, it is noteworthy to state that 
Nigerian Universities have capacity to enroll only one percent of the nearly two hundred million 
citizens – a far cry from what will be required if Nigeria is to attain any level of development/remain 

st
competitive in the 21  Century.

To make this report as accessible and continuously relevant as possible, it is available in both print 
and electronic formats (www.nuc.edu.ng) and would be reviewed annually. We hope that this 
report will be a valuable reference for researchers, professionals, policy makers, donor agencies 
and educators.

I thank all the Vice-Chancellors and their team who provided all the relevant data. I am also grateful 
for the support of the Chairman of the NUC Strategy Advisory Committee, Professor Peter A. 
Okebukola and other members of the Committee. Finally, I thank all the staff of the NUC who 
assisted in the collation, editing and production of this edition.

It is also instructive to note that of the 170 universities in Nigeria, comprising of 43 Federal, 48 States 
and 79 Privates, 66.1% of the students are in Federal Universities while 27% are in the 48 State 
owned Universities and a meagre 6.9% are in the 79 Private universities. Thus, even though more 
private universities have been established over the last few years, their absorption capacity is still 
low. In addition, 67% of the staff in Nigerian Universities are non-teaching staff as against 33% that 
are Academic Staff. 

On behalf of the National Universities Commission, I am pleased to present the 2018 edition of the 
Digest of Statistics of University Education in Nigeria. In this edition, we have improved on the 
indicators captured in the 2017 edition by providing more robust information on the Nigerian 
University System as at the end of 2018. This edition also shows some comparison between the 
2017 and 2018 data on a host of indicators including enrolment (undergraduate and postgraduate), 
graduate output, fees, funding of each university, total number of staff (academic and non-
academic, including their gender), total number of Professors (male and female), number of foreign 
students and staff, ICT infrastructure and services and information on the academic programmes in 
each university. 

National Universities Commission
30 April 2019

Executive Secretary
Abubakar Adamu Rasheed, mni, FNAL, MFR

Preface 
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“NUC has a commitment to show leadership within 
the Nigerian education system in the provision of 
latest statistics for planning and management. The 

Professor Abubakar  Adamu Rasheed, mni, MFR, FNAL

Executive Secretary, NUC
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The list of approved universities in Nigeria 
has continued to grow. By the end of 2018, 
it observed a 2.5% growth over the 2017 

list. Fig. 1.1 presents growth in number of 
federal, state and private universities since 2015. 
Table 1.1 is the list of approved federal, state and 
private universities as at December 31, 2018 with 
the year of establishment.

Statistics of Universities 
in Nigeria, 2018 1
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S/N Name of University Year established  

1.  University of Ibadan, Ibadan 1948 

2.  Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile -Ife 1962 

3.  University of Jos, Jos 1975 

4.  Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi  1980 

5.  University of Ilorin, Ilorin 1975 

6.  University of Lagos, Akoka  1962 

7.  Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 1962 

8.  University of Benin, Benin-City 1970 

9.  University of Nigeria, Nsukka 1960 

10.  University of Abuja, Abuja 1988 

11.  Bayero University, Kano  1975 

12.  Federal University of Technology, Akure  1981 

13.  Modibbo Adama University of Technology, Yola  1981 

14.  Federal University of Technology, Minna  1982 

15.  Federal University of Technology, Owerri  1980 

16.  University of Uyo, Uyo 1991 

17.  University of Calabar, Calabar  1975 

18.  University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri  1975 

19.  University of Agriculture, Makurdi  1988 

20.  Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike  1992 

21.  Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta  1988 

22.  University of Port Harcourt, Port Harcourt   1975 

23.  Usmanu Dan Fodiyo University, Sokoto  1975 

24.  Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka  1980 

25.  National Open University of Nigeria, Abuja 2002 

26.  Nigerian Defence Academy, Kaduna  1985 

27.  Fed. University of Pet. Resources, Effurun  2007 

28.  Federal University Ndufu-Alike, Ikwo, Ebonyi State  2011 

29.  Federal University Lokoja, Kogi State  2011 

30.  Federal University, Lafia, Nasarawa State  2011 

31.  Federal University Kashere, Gombe State  2011 

32.  Federal University Wukari, Taraba State  2011 

33.  Federal University, Dutsin -Ma, Katsina State  2011 

34.  Federal University Dutse, Jigawa State  2011 

35.  Federal University Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State 2011 

36.  Federal University Otuoke, Bayelsa State  2011 

37.  Nigeria Police Academy, Wudil, Kano State  2012 

38.  Federal University Birnin-Kebbi, Kebbi State  2013 

39.  Federal University Gusau, Zamfara State  2013 

40.  Federal University Gashua, Yobe State  2013 

41.  Nigerian Maritime University, Okerenkoko  2014 

42.  Air Force Institute of Technology, Kaduna  2018 

43.  Nigerian Army University, Biu  2018 

 

Table 1 1: List of approved Universities by Ownership and Year of Establishment, 2018

Federal Universities 



S/N Name of University Year established  

1.  Rivers State University  1979 

2.  Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago -Iwoye 1982 

3.  Ladoke  Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomosho  1990 

4.  Imo State University, O werri 1981 

5.  Ekiti State University, Ado -Ekiti 1982 

6.  Benue State University, Makurdi  1991 

7.  Adamawa State University, Mubi  2002 

8.  Delta State University, Abraka  1992 

9.  Kano University of Science and Technology, Wudil  2001 

10.  Abia State University, Uturu  1981 

11.  Enugu State University of Science and Technology, Enugu  1980 

12.  Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma  1981 

13.  Nasarawa State University, Keffi  2002 

14.  Kaduna State University, Kaduna  2004 

15.  Niger-Delta University, Wilberforce Island, Yenagoa  2000 

16.  Gombe State University, Gombe  2004 

17.  Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba  1999 

18.  Lagos State University, Ojo  1984 

19.  Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu University, Uli  2000 

20.  Kogi State University, Anyigba  1999 

21.  Ebonyi State University, Abakaliki  1999 

22.  Cross River University of Technology, Calabar  2002 

23.  Akwa Ibom State University, Ikot  Akpaden  2009 

24.  Plateau State University, Bokkos  2005 

25.  Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida University, Lapai  2005 

26.  Tai Solarin University of Education, Ijebu -Ode 2005 

27.  Umaru Musa Yar’Adua University, Katsina  2006 

28.  Yobe State University, Damaturu  2006 

29.  Kebbi State University of Science and Technology, Aliero  2006 

30.  Osun State University, Osun  2006 

31.  Ondo State University of Science and Technology, Okitipupa  2007 

32.  Taraba State University , Jalingo 2008 

33.  Kwara State University, Malete  2009 

34.  Sokoto State University, Sokoto  2009 

35.  Ignatius Ajuru University of Education, Rumuolumeni  2009 

36.  Bauchi State University, Gadau   2012 

37.  Yusuf Maitama Sule University, Kano  2012 

38.  The Technical Univers ity, Ibadan 2012 

39.  Sule Lamido University, Kafin Hausa  2013 

40.  University of Medical Sciences, Ondo City  2015 

41.  Edo University, Iyamo  2016 

42.  Eastern Palm University Ogboko, Imo State  2016 

43.  University of Africa, Toru -Orua, Bayelsa State  2016 

44.  Borno State University, Maiduguri  2016 

45.  Moshood Abiola University of Science & Technology, Abeokuta, Ogun 
State 

2017 

46.  Gombe State University of Science and Technology, Kumo Gombe State  2017 

47.  Zamfara State University, Talata -Mafara 2018 

48.  Bayelsa Medical University, Yenagoa 2019 

 

State universities

Table 1 1: List of approved Universities by Ownership and Year of Establishment, 2018
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S/N Name of University Year established  

1.  Babcock University, Ilishan , Ilishan-Remo  1999 

2.  Madonna University, Okija  1999 

3.  Igbinedion University, Okada  1999 

4.  Bowen University, Iwo  2001 

5.  Benson Idahosa University, Benin City, Benin City 2002 

6.  Pan-Atlantic University, Lekki  2002 

7.  Covenant University, Ota  2002 

8.  American University of Nigeria, Yola , Yola   2003 

9.  Ajayi Crowther University, Ibadan  2005 

10.  Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin  2005 

11.  Bingham University, New Kar u 2005 

12.  Caritas University, Amorji -Nike  2005 

13.  Al-Qalam University, Katsina  2005 

14.  Redeemers University, Ede  2005 

15.  Lead City University, Ibadan  2005 

16.  Bells University of Technology, Ota  2005 

17.  Crawford University, Igbesa  2005 

18.  Kwararafa University, Wu kari  2005 

19.  Crescent University, Abeokuta  2005 

20.  Novena University, Ogume  2005 

21.  Renaissance University, Enugu  2005 

22.  University of Mkar, Mkar  2005 

23.  Joseph Ayo Babalola University, Ikeji -Arakeji 2006 

24.  Caleb University, Lagos  2007 

25.  Fountain University, Oshogbo, Osun State 2007 

26.  Obong University, Obong Ntak  2007 

27.  Salem University, Lokoja  2007 

28.  Tansian University, Umunya (Onitsha)  2007 

29.  Veritas University, Abuja  2007 

30.  Wesley University, Ondo  2007 

31.  Western Delta University, Oghara, Delta  2007 

32.  African University of Science and Technology, Abuja  2007 

33.  Achievers University, Owo  2007 

34.  Afe Babalola University, Ado -Ekiti 2010 

35.  Godfrey Okoye University, Ugwuomu -Nike 2009 

36.  Nile University of Nigeria, Abuja 2009 

37.  Oduduwa University, Ipetumodu  2009 

38.  Paul University, Awka  2009 

39.  Rhema University, Aba, Abia State  2009 

40.  Wellspring University, Evbuobanosa, Edo  2009 

41.  Adeleke University, Ede, Osun State  2011 

42.  Baze University, Abuja  2011 

43.  Landmark University, Omu -Aran, Kwara State  2011 

44.  Samuel Adegboyega University, Ogwa, Edo State  2011 

45.  Elizade University, Ilara -Mokin 2012 

46.  Evangel University , Akaeze 2012 

47.  Gregory University, Uturu  2012 

48.  McPherson University, Seriki -Sotayo 2012 

49.  Southern Western University, Oku Owa  2012 

50.  Augustine University, llara , Lagos State 2015 

51.  Chrisland University, Abeokuta , Owode, Ogun State 2015 

 

Private Universities

Table 1 1: List of approved Universities by Ownership and Year of Establishment, 2018
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  Christopher University, Mowe, Ogun State  2015 

  Hallmark University, Ijebu Itele, Ogun State  2015 

Kings University, Ode Omu, Osun State  2015 

Michael and Cecilia Ibru University, Agbarha-Otor, Delta State  2015 

Mountain Top University, Ogun State  2015 

Ritman University, Ikot Ekpene, Akwa -Ibom State 2015 

Summit University, Offa, Kwara State  2015 

Edwin Clark University, Kiagbodo, Delta State  2015 

Hezekiah University, Umu di, Imo State 2015 

Anchor University, Ayobo, Lagos State  2016 

Arthur Jarvis University, Akpabuyo, Cross River State  2016 

Clifford University, Owerrinta, Abia State  2016 

Coal City University, Enugu , Enugu State  2016 

Crown-Hill University, Eiyenko rin, Kwara State  2016 

Dominican University, Ibadan, Oyo State  2016 

KolaDaisi University, Ibadan, Oyo State  2016 

Legacy University, Okija, Anambra State  2016 

Admiralty University, Ibusa, Delta State  2017 

Spiritan University, Nneochi, Abia State  2017 

Precious Cornerstone University, Ibadan  2017 

PAMO University of Medical Sciences, Port Harcourt, Rivers State  2017 

Atiba University, Oyo, Oyo State  2017 

Eko University of Medical and Health Sciences, Lagos  2017 

Skyline University, Kano  2018 

Greenland University, Kasarami, Kaduna State  2019 

Dominion University, Ibadan  2019 

Trinity University, Laloko, Ogun State  2019 

52.

53.  

54.  

55.  

56.  

57.  

58.  

59.  

60.  

61.  

62.  

63.  

64.  

65.  

66.  

67.  

68.  

69.  

70.  

71.  

72.  

73.  

74.  

75.  

76.  

77.  

78.  

Westland University, Iwo, Osun State  2019 

 
79.

Table 1 1: List of approved Universities by Ownership and Year of Establishment, 2018
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2
CHAPTER 

he enabling laws of universities in Nigeria provide Tfor the following officers (with slight variation in 
some private universities): Visitor, Chancellor, Pro-

Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Deputy Vice-Chancellor(s), 
Registrar, Bursar and University Librarian. In private 
u n i v e rs i t i e s ,  t h e re  i s  a  C h a i r m a n ,  B o a rd  o f 
Trustees/Regents to which Council reports. These officers 
except the Visitor are referred to as Principal Officers.  
Tables 2.1 to 2.7 present the names of the Principal 
Officers of universities as at December 31, 2018. The list of 
Directors of Academic Planning is provided in Table 2.6.

Statistics of 
Principal Officers 
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NUC Monitoring of Governance of Private Universities at Crawford Unicersity 
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Table 2.1: List of Pro-Chancellors 
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Table 2.1: List of Pro-Chancellors 
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Professor Peter A. Okebukola, OFR
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Table 2.2: List of Vice-Chancellors





Professor Olanrewaju Fagbohun, SAN


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































